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Did the Soviet Union want world revolution? Why did the USSR send missiles to Cuba? What made

the Cold War last as long as it did? The end of the Cold War makes it possible, for the first time, to

begin writing its history from a truly international perspective. Based on the latest findings of Cold

War historians and extensive research in American archives as well as the recently opened

archives in Eastern Europe, the former Soviet Union, and China, We Now Know provides a vividly

written, eye-opening account of the Cold War during the years from the end of World War II to its

most dangerous moment, the Cuban missile crisis. We Now Know stands as a powerful vindication

of US policy throughout the period, and as a thought-provoking reassessment of the Cold War by

one of its most distinguished historians.
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Was the Cold War inevitable? Was there an international communist conspiracy? Did Castro and

Khrushchev beat Kennedy in the Cuban missile crisis? After combing through a mass of

declassified and previously unavailable documentation to reconsider the collision of the American

and Soviet empires, Yale professor Gaddis replies in the affirmative. Given Josef Stalin's

convictions, the Cold War was inescapable: it is the choices that each side made that prove fruitful

for historical research, and not the mere fact of the war, as Gaddis neatly demonstrates. The

American empire--Gaddis's term--prevailed because, he says, "democracy proved superior to



autocracy in maintaining coalitions," and not necessarily because of any technological or economic

advantage. Gaddis dispels several misconceptions and urges that students of Cold War history

should foremost "retain the capacity to be surprised." --This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.

"We" refers to "historians" of the cold war, and Gaddis has been one of the most notable. In this

work, he synthesizes the recent scholarship growing out of the partial opening of Soviet archives

relating to the cold war, up through the 1962 Cuban missile crisis. Gaddis' nuanced summary

clarifies the hitherto knottiest problems of interpretation: divining Stalin's motives in communizing

Eastern Europe; his role in starting the Korean War; and Khrushchev's bombastic gyrations of

policy. To explain the origin of it all, Gaddis resurrects two indispensable factors: Stalin's suspicious,

tyrannical personality and the Leninist ideology. Whatever the Americans did to make the cold war

happen, Gaddis argues that the Soviet dictator's aims (and mistakes in pursuing them) virtually

guaranteed a face-off. Nuclear weapons just ensured that the rigidity would endure until the

fundamental of Stalinist rule, coercion, was repudiated. A magisterial overview that clarifies all

issues of the cold war's origins. Gilbert Taylor --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.

it is written in a clear, logical style. In the first few pages Mr. Gaddis demolishes arguments

suggesting that "if only WE had been a little more accommodating" maybe there would have been

less of a cold war. I am in the midst of it so can't yet do it justice. Interestingly, this book was written

before the Annals of Communism series published by Yale University Press were commenced,

Much was published in those volumes which was not available to Mr. Gaddis when he wrote his

book.

The only complaint I have is that the book basically ends around the Cuban Missile Crises. Besides

that it provides excellent insight into the Cold War. If I had to recommended a book on the Cold War

it would be this one. I'd also recommend Diplomacy by Henry Kissinger, its not entirely the Cold War

but it has some great insights and Kissinger provides amazing personal detail into the subject. Both

are just great books all around. Definitely read them.

There are so many good reviews here. Why is this book important? For a younger generation that

did not live through The Cold War, this book gets it straight. Not the revisionist history that is



constantly fobbed off on us on a daily basis and in far too many of our institutions of higher learning.

I strongly recommend this book as THE BEST on The Cold War.

Usually, books with "New" or "Rethinking" set off my alarm bells. It is usually always revisionism

lauding socialists. You can try this as you go through your day: in any newspaper article, magazine

headline, report on social science, or school board policy, replace the word "new" with the word

"socialism;" it usually works out.This book was a pleasant surprise, examining the early history of

the cold war and bringing in recent research. The author can be didactic and repetitive, but there are

only so many ways to describe the events after WWII between the Soviets and the west.The cold

war was inevitable, given Stalin as the Soviet leader. Addis defends this argument through the

course of the book.Entertaining to read: well written, and just about as often cheery as bombastic.

Having grown up during the Cold War, I have always been interested in what was actually going on.

It is not that we were only lied to during the Cold War. That would be a misrepresentation of the

reality of those times. Rather, there were many voices proclaiming different realities to be true.

There were the far right John Birchers, there was the far left Communist Party of America and the

organs of the Soviet Union (Tass and Pravda) and everything in between.What is now called the

"mainstream press" was really all there was back in those days (the organs of the extreme

organizations were decidedly small circulation underground voices) and these big voices moved

more left as the years passed by beginning with the Alger Hiss case. It was not until the Soviet

archives were opened and the Venona documents were declassified that incontrovertible evidence

forced the left to admit that Hiss was indeed working for the Soviets.This book begins with the end

of World War Two through the Cuban Missle Crisis. It provides fascinating insight into what the

Soviet Archives actually confirm about those decades. We now know that the Soviets had clear

designs on Europe and thought they had Germany in their pocket. Except for the Marshall Plan,

they very well might have succeeded. We know that it took Stalin's go ahead to start the Korean

War, and we know much more about the Soviet thinking leading up to and during the Cuban Missile

Crisis.Prof. Gaddis provides a fascinating story and solid reporting and incisive analysis. I enjoyed

this book a great deal. Some may wonder why it is so important to clarify these past events. It is

simply because so many voices were wrong and many of them were consciously trying to obfuscate

the truth or were being used by those supporting the interests of the Soviet Union. They did so for

many different reasons. Nevertheless, they were working against the interests of the United States

(of course, some of them then and today say that their actions are, in fact, working for the interests



of the United States because they see their socialist (or progressive) vision as in the interests of the

USA).Some may find the facts reported in this great book to be difficult to accept because of the

conflict with their ideology. I do feel sorry for them. Prof. Gaddis does a solid job in presenting reality

in a way that is hard to gainsay. It is very hard to spin away from the conclusions presented in this

important book.

John Lewis Gaddis has long been known as one of the most knowledgeable analysts of US foreign

relations. What makes this book so valuable is that during Yeltsin's term of office, the Soviet

archives were opened to scholars. Whereas earlier scholars had very little hard data to analyze who

in the Soviet Union were making decisions and for what purpose, now we know. And it is this new

documented knowledge which has transformed our understanding of Soviet foreign relations.A book

published in Europe by former Communists and leftists, expert in each of the countries under

Communist domination is a good companion book. These experts document the brutality

Communist regimes have used to gain and keep power.

Dr. Gaddis is one of the finest historians of his generation. This book tackles the hard work of

looking at the Cold War in light of the flood of documents now available from the Soviet archives. It

is a work of deep scholarship and Gaddis writes with style and clarity.Anyone interested in foreign

affairs should read this boo
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